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The Fulbrook News 
Our Quarterly Newsletter 
December 2020         Number 83 

A note from the Editorial Committee 

Many of our regular contributors still have nothing to send us due to coronavirus so this 

issue again looks rather different from usual. Please bear with us until the situation 

returns to some sort of normality. 

WANTED for publication! Please send us your articles, comments, ideas, letters, 
poems, whatever. This is your Newsletter – please send contributions to our email 
address: fulbrooknews@gmail.com 

Next Issue: March 2021, Copy Date – Monday 15th February 2021 

The Fulbrook News is distributed free to every household in the village. Subscription 
copies are available by post at £5.00 per annum from the distribution office at Dolphin 
House, Westhall Hill, OX18 4BJ 
 

 

Sunset over Burford from Westhall Hill in the snow in December 2017 
taken by Lyn Bibbings 

A lovely photo, but let’s hope we don’t have too much snow this winter 

mailto:fulbrooknews@gmail.com
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Dear Readers, 

“May you live in interesting times” is supposed to be an old Chinese curse, although, apparently, the 
Chinese deny all knowledge of it! We are living in interesting, but difficult, times indeed. One tries to be 
optimistic – but each move forward seems to be followed by a step back. Life here was getting a little more 
normal – it was possible to have a meal out, for example – then another lockdown. News that hundreds of 
labs were working on a vaccine – good! Then one of the advanced trials has to be stopped because of 
secondary effects – bad! The virus is not particularly contagious – good! A few “super-spreaders”, often 
with no symptoms themselves, are responsible for a lot of the infections – bad! Young people, if they catch 
it, are very unlikely to die – good! I, if I catch it, being in my dotage, am 100 times more likely to die than a 
young person – oh dear, oh dear! But vaccine development is proceeding apace – good! Informal polls 
show a quarter of the UK population will refuse it – that has to be bad, doesn’t it? 

This late summer weather has been rather extraordinary, with some beautiful warm days. We did have a 
couple of frosts which you couldn’t call hard, but were certainly ‘firm’. The dahlias have gone black and will 
have to be cleared away when they have dried out a little more, but some summer plants are still 
flowering. 

Gavin Beveridge is now out of hospital and making a good recovery from his recent major operation. All 
our good wishes go to him for continued progress back to normality. 

We extend a welcome to new residents Charlène Tachez and Adam Fenner in Walnut Row and hope they 
have settled in and will be happy here. We also welcome into the world the Hon Persephone, daughter to 
Clementine and Harry, Lord and Lady Hay. Clementine is the daughter of Prof Simon and Pamela Travis of 
Knight’s Spill, Upper End. Also a welcome to Valentina, daughter to Maria and Tim Pearce, who live at the 
top of Westhall Hill. 

After 11 years as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Fulbrook Jim Macallan will step down at the end 
of December. Many thanks to Jim for the work he has put into this role for many years. If there is someone 
in the village who would be interested in taking over this important job, Jim will be pleased to show them 
the ropes. Please contact Jim at jimlmacallan@aol.com. 

Bit of drama on the Burford Road a while back, close to the entrance to Church Lane when a van coming 
from Shipton appears to have been going too fast and was in collision with a car – no-one seriously hurt, 
fortunately. 

The sale of Joan Lilly's house on Burford Road is not completed yet - partly because the usual 'ritual dance' 
that solicitors engage in has been further slowed by the virus. Joan hopes to relocate to Oxford because 
she feels the need for 'level ground and buses'. She tells me she has given instructions that her ashes are to 
be scattered at Widford because it's 'a beautiful place and there's a sign indicating 'Dead End'. . . . . .but not 
quite yet, obviously. 

Hickman’s have launched a new garden shop at their site on the Shipton Road with the usual range of stuff – I’m told 
the prices are competitive. We must give it a try. 

My approach now, to the Great Plague, is to assess the risk on a case-by-case basis, whilst observing the 
government’s rules, obviously. 

David Foster 

Editorial Team: 
Hon. Secretary & Distributor:  
Jenny Jones, Meadow House, Meadow Lane, 823492  

Hon. Treasurer & Compiler: 
Laurence Balbes, Meadow Way Cottage, Meadow Lane, 823990  

Advertising Editor: 

David Foster, Pound Piece, Burford Rd, 822223 (Editorial this issue) 

Local Correspondents & Distributors: 
Diana Brown, Dolphin House, Westhall Hill, 822147  

Lyn Bibbings Burns, Garden House, Dolphin Lane, 823640  

Lesley Beveridge, Meadow View, Arkel Close, 824352  
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FULBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

On behalf of my fellow councillors, we continue to 

wish you well during these challenging times. At the 

time of writing, we are still in ‘lockdown’ but 

hoping for some relaxation of the rules so that we 

can get together with family and friends at 

Christmas. Our Parish Council meetings continue to 

be mediated through Zoom ensuring our 

responsibilities to you are met.  

 

Please be aware that you are not only invited, but 

encouraged to join in as observers to our parish 

council Zoom meetings. For dates and details, please 

contact our parish clerk on: 

clerk@fulbrookvillage.net. 

 

Discussions indicate that the following two items 

generated most interest going forward: 

 

1. The children’s playground in Meadow End is 

in need of some refurbishment and possibly 

rethinking. Any suggestions (via email to the 

Parish Clerk) would be most welcome. 

 

2. Regarding speeding in the village, we will be 

going ahead with installing an additional 

vehicle activated speed indicator on the 

A361 somewhere near to the Meadow End 

side of the village. Research seems to 

suggest that such cameras are effective in 

reducing speeding. 

 

At present, it is impossible to give thought to 

reviving the community speedwatch until COVID 

restrictions are much clearer, perhaps spring 2021.  

Finally, we are looking to recruit one more parish 

councillor, so if you think you can be of service 

please do drop a line to Sarah, our new parish clerk! 

 

With best wishes to all 

 

Don’t forget the website: 

www.fulbrookvillage.net 

  

Peter Burns, Chair of Fulbrook Parish Council 

 

FROM THE PARISH CLERK 

 

Firstly I would like to introduce myself, my name is 

Sarah Ebeling and I am the new Fulbrook Parish 

Clerk. I have lived in Fulbrook for the past 6 years 

with my husband and four children and am looking 

forward to getting to know you all a bit more. 

I will continue to provide the fortnightly newsletter 

to all residents that wish to receive it, detailing 

what’s going on in the village, Parish council news 

and anything else I think may be of relevance to 

you. If you would like to sign up to receive the 

newsletter, have something added, have any issues 

you would like to raise or just want to say hi please 

feel free to email me on clerk@fulbrookvillage.net 

or send me a message/call me on 07484 178143.  

Sarah Ebeling, Parish Clerk 

THE FULBROOK FORUM 

All meetings of the Fulbrook Forum since March 

and all future meetings have been cancelled until 

further notice due to the coronavirus lockdown. 

If you would like a notification of when we are able 

to resume our meetings please e-mail 

fulbrookforum@gmail.com to join our mailing list. 

Meetings take place at 3pm on the first Thursday of 

the month in the Fulbrook Meeting Place at the back 

of Fulbrook Church. All welcome, no membership 

required. A donation of £2 please which includes 

refreshments. 

Oliver Sharpley 

HISTORY GROUP  
 

Unfortunately, we have had to postpone all meetings 

of the History Group due to the Covid-19 

restrictions. 

We will let you know when we are able to resume.  

Laurence Balbes 

 

 

FULBROOK, OXFORDSHIRE 
PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: 

 Peter Burns   823640 
Councillors: 

Bob Warner     822761 

Mike Thompson 07849 192612 

Malcolm Taylor  07788 391665 

Parish Clerk: 

Sarah Ebeling (clerk@fulbrookvillage.net) 

Meadow End OX18 4BQ 

Telephone 07484 178143 

www.fulbrookvillage.net 
 

http://www.fulbrookvillage.net/
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH, November 2020 

Safer Communities, Safer Fulbrook 
 

Early this year I mentioned that after 11 years of 

being the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for 

Fulbrook, I will be stepping down from these duties 

at the end of December.  If there is someone in the 

village who would be interested in taking over these 

responsibilities, I will gladly show them the ropes, 

please let me know. In the meantime, I will continue 

to circulate the Thames Valley Police Crime Alerts, 

via email as I receive them until the end of 

December. Thanks for all your continued support 

meantime. 

I thought perhaps as this is my final contribution to 

the Fulbrook News it might be fitting to do a bit of a 

round-up of Top Tips.  Here goes: 

At Home 

 With the shorter days now, it is a good time to 

check all outside and PIR lights are working – 

check batteries and light bulbs. 

 Lock windows if you are unlikely to be opening 

them in the winter months. 

 Leave lights on if you go out.  The flameless 

battery-operated candles on timers are also a 

good distraction at this time of year.  

 Keep garage doors closed and locked (the 

storage of any Christmas booze in outbuildings 

is a temptation). 

 Always ensure that the doors to your house are 

locked, as the opportunist burglar could try to 

enter. Also remember to keep all keys well away 

from the doors. 

 Nottingham Knockers can be a nuisance and 

when it’s dark do not feel under pressure to open 

the door.  Genuine callers will come back 

another time – in day light. 

 If you receive a call from ‘Test & Trace’ to 

advise that you have been in contact with 

someone who has coronavirus and that you have 

to pay £50 for a test hang up.  It’s a scam to get 

money from you.  The test is free. 

 Thames Valley Police do offer a free advisory 

service for security checks – don’t wait until it’s 

too late.   

Online 

 Check the web address - Always check you’re 

on the correct website. Criminals are very savvy 

and can set up fake websites that have a similar 

design and web address to the genuine site. 

 Is it a secure connection? - Web pages you 

enter personal or financial details into should 

display a locked padlock sign and have a web 

address that starts with https. This means your 

connection to the website is secure. 

 Phishing - Don't click on links or attachments 

within unsolicited emails. The number of online 

shopping related phishing emails increases 

significantly during the holiday period. 

 Financial Fraud – there are an increasing 

number of texts/emails being sent out by 

fraudsters claiming that your money isn’t safe or 

that your bank account has been compromised.  

Do not click on any links and always call the 

number on the back of your bank card, never the 

number given in the text.  And use a different 

telephone to make the call if you can. 

 Romance Fraud – sadly romance fraud is more 

common than we realise.  You think you have 

met the perfect partner through an online dating 

website but the other person is using a fake 

profile. They gain your trust, ask you for money 

or for your personal information and then steal 

your identity.  Don’t take a chance when it 

comes to romance – call Action Fraud on 0300 

123 2040. 

Scams 

 There is always some criminal who will be 

unscrupulous enough to try any angle to take 

your money either directly, e.g. – bogus official 

personnel who come to the door re some pretext 

usually involving the victim accompanying them 

to the local ATM to withdraw cash or indirectly, 

e.g. – online or email, making some proposal 

which sounds really good and too good to miss – 

BEWARE – if it sounds too good to be true then 

it is exactly that, UNTRUE. Just delete and 

move on, do not click to open any link – this 

allows the culprit to put a virus into your 

computer which they can then monitor your 

personal details and pass same to the culprit. 

Out and About 

 Whilst out shopping, please be aware of the 

threat of pickpockets, keep your purses, wallets 

and smart phones out of sight and keep your 

handbags closed. 

 When shopping, remember to put any purchases 

in the boot of the car and not just on the seats to 

avoid tempting the car thief – out of sight is best 

policy. 
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 Never hang your purse or shopping bag on the 

handle of your trolley or pushchair. 

 And ladies, try not to leave your handbag on the 

passenger seat when you’re driving, because, 

there is the threat that should you stop at traffic 

lights, crossings or at corners, a thief could open 

the door and make off with the handbag along 

with purse (credit cards, personal identification, 

+ whatever else you keep in your purse), 

smartphone, house keys etc. Place your handbag, 

either in your boot, or under the seat and lock the 

doors whilst driving. 

 Gents, keep wallets in an inside pocket 

(preferably buttoned or zipped) along with 

smartphones. 

And finally, we are all aware of the additional 

financial pressures put on families as we approach 

the festive season.  Regrettably, at this time of year, 

as homes are filled with Christmas gifts and 

additional treats to be enjoyed, it is a time when 

burglars, pickpockets and criminal opportunists are 

also at their most active.  Stay Safe. 

If you see something, report it!  In an emergency 

dial 999.  Otherwise contact Thames Valley Police 

on 101 for all other matters. 

Crime cannot flourish in a community that cares, 

let’s do our bit to keep our Fulbrook and our 

neighbours secure. 

That’s all folks. Have a Merry Christmas and lets all 

hope for a very much better New Year in 2021.  

Jim MacAllan 

jimlmacallan@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the latest poem from our resident poet 

John Hoyle: 

 

The dreamer 

 

He is a dreamer, let him be. 

He claims the world is like a tree, 

Full grown and yet without good root 

Which may well topple by the very weight of fruit. 

A useless thought for such as we; 

He is a dreamer, let him be. 

 

He is a dreamer, let him be 

He stands for hours to watch the sea, 

Wherein he finds all love and hate. 

All man’s emotions there expressed in naked state. 

A useless sight for such as we; 

He is a dreamer, let him be. 

 

He is a dreamer, let him be. 

He thinks that immortality 

Must spring from earthly suffering, 

That praised success doth not ensure on Angel’s 

wings 

A stupid thought for such as we; 

He is a dreamer, let him be. 

 

John Hoyle 

 

 

For those who might be wondering what has 

happened to our former resident poet Joanna 

Lynham, we can report that she is now in a nursing 

home near Hay on Wye, is frail but happy and 

remembers her time and friends in Fulbrook fondly. 

Should anyone wish to have a copy of her last book 

of poems, “A Waterfall of Words”, there are just a 

few copies left in The Madhatter Bookshop, so hurry 

before they are all gone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jimlmacallan@aol.com


 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
A conversation (via Zoom) with ....... 

 

Tom and Siobhan Addison and Ryan Humphrey from The Carpenters Arms 
 

 
 

Many - if not most - of you will have met this dynamic trio who provide our village with excellent food, 

wine, entertainment and a very special, fun and friendly and welcoming atmosphere inside or outside in the 

garden of The Carpenter’s Arms. They have had to tackle the rigours of the COVID pandemic that have 

been thrust upon them - limitations, closing, opening, closing - providing a Covid secure space for staff and 

guests alike while not impinging on the lovely experience of a lunchtime or evening out.  Through all of it 

they have been unceasingly cheerful (or so it has seemed!) and imaginative in adapting what they do to 

ensure that the village has not only been able to enjoy take-aways, but, during the total lockdown to order, 

and have delivered, groceries of all kinds - a fantastic service to the community.  

 

So we thought it would be interesting to see how everything looks from their point of view. 

 

In conversation they are clearly a team, a family, who love what they do, like each other and are completely 

committed to the Carpenters and to this community. 

 

Tom, Siobhan and Ryan have known each other for some years -both Ryan and Siobhan were restaurant 

managers at Cliveden, and Tom was Head Chef at Stoke Park. They had all worked their way up as far as 

they could go in their roles and opening their own business seemed like the next step.  Tom and Siobhan 

arrived in Fulbrook in September 2018 with their young baby Leo (now 3 and a half) and set to, repairing, 

cleaning and painting to transform the empty and rather sad building into somewhere inviting to go again.  

Fulbrook News and Views 

From the Editorial Team...... 

In this issue we include a  Fulbrook ‘Virtual’ 

Open Gardens feature, items on lost sheep on 

Westhall Hill and a lost teddy near the Stow 

Road, a piece on scything in Fulbrook 

Churchyard, a message from Robert Courts MP 

and much more ... 

       

The purpose of Fulbrook News and Views 

is to highlight issues or interests within 

the village. For this to work successfully 

we need contributions from as many 

readers as possible. As you can see here, 

these can be of a serious, flippant or 

humorous nature. Please contribute! 
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They added baby Max to their family eighteen months ago and Ryan joined them all a few weeks before 

lockdown this March - a bit of a shock to deal with! 

 

Each of them feels that they have their own knowledge, skills and experience to bring to the business - 

although they all also muck in with whatever needs to be done (including cleaning the loos!), to ensure they 

achieve what they are aiming for - to be really good at what they do. They are not very interested in 

competing with other businesses - they are clear about what they offer and just want to deliver it as well as 

they possibly can. This approach has clearly worked for them - the reviews on Trip Advisor are testament to 

that, and help to bring them guests from further afield.   

 

Before lockdown they each worked about 70 hours a week in the business, but for them, this has reduced 

over lockdown with the great advantage that they have had more time to spend with the boys and this family 

time has been very important to them. Although during lockdown Leo did the deliveries with Ryan and, at 

only 3, soon knew where everyone in the village lived! They also found this was a good way of getting to 

know the village better and who lives near who. Surprisingly, despite needing to adapt and change what they 

offer several times, they have not found lockdown a struggle - they enjoy the extra family time and make the 

most of thinking about what else they can offer and enjoy doing things a bit differently - like cocktails - not 

easy to find in country pubs usually. They love living here, and feel embedded in the community now. The 

worst thing about lockdown for them is the amount of plastic and newspaper they are using to package 

meals!  

 

Every Monday, when the pub is closed, they go out to a pub somewhere else to sample food and drink from 

others - market research and getting know other business owners, but not with the idea of competing, but 

just improving their offer. They obviously so enjoy good food and drink too - it is what they love and what 

they want to share. 

 

So what are the Heaven and Hells for these three?  

 

Favourite Foods  

Heaven - Sushi, Asian and Japanese food (especially Ryan who has travelled extensively in Asia) 

Hell - Tinned Tuna (which they refer to as ‘cat food’)  (A tuna melt will never be the same again for me)  

 

Wines - (Siobhan is a sommelier) 

Heaven - Pouligny Montrachet, Italian reds and South African Pinotage 

Hell - New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc - especially Marlborough estates 

 

Music - they differ in taste here  

Heaven - 80s playlist, House music and Indie sing along, Musicals 

Hell - House music, Musicals 

 

Places 

Heaven – Copenhagen, the Philippines, South Africa - Johannesburg and the wine regions 

Hell - China 

 

Films/TV 

Heaven - Foodie and cookery programmes 

Hell - Soaps 

 

Christmas 

Heaven - Decorations and Carols 

Hell - Children waking up at the crack of dawn!  
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FULBROOK ‘VIRTUAL’ OPEN GARDENS 

 

This year, because of the pandemic we were unable to enjoy our usual Fulbrook open 

gardens - which was a great shame as the weather was glorious in the Spring.  As we had to 

be at home in the lockdown, people had more time to work in their gardens and to enjoy the 

glorious sunshine day after day.  This resulted in some spectacular displays and so, in an 

earlier issue of this newsletter, we asked for contributions of pictures from your gardens so 

we could share the benefit of your green fingers!   Here are some of the wonderful pictures 

we have received - enjoy memories of that lovely sunshine spring and summer now the 

evenings are so dark, with the light and colours of those days. 

 

   

Wisteria in Tricia and Tony Picking’s        Tony Picking mowing his lawn         
garden 

 

Deborah and Martin Knight’s garden at Waterloo Farm 
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John and Sally Radcliffe’s garden 

 

The garden at Elm Farm Barn 
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White delphiniums and marsh marigolds in David Foster’s garden 

 

Photos from Lyn and Peter Bibbings-Burns garden  
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Lost sheep on Westhall Hill 

One day in the summer, Lilian Lavery was surprised to find five sheep happily grazing in her 

garden so, wondering where they had appeared from and what to do, she rang Bill Nelson, 

the fount of all knowledge in Westhall Hill. On his way out he spotted that the sheep that 

had been living in Jonathan Hull’s paddock with the footpath were missing, so of course he 

realised where Mrs Lavery’s sheep had come from. He went down to her garden, corralled 

them in and shut the gate. Jonathan Hull by that time had found them too and had some 

nuts on him with which to coax the sheep home. Meanwhile Bill had called on the Sharpleys 

to help and the photograph, taken by Bill from his car, shows Robyn and Oliver Sharpley, 

together with Jonathan Hull, shepherding the very meek and obedient little flock home. 
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Scything in Fulbrook churchyard 
 

The day after Halloween I could be seen in Fulbrook Churchyard with a scythe over my 
shoulder heading for the far side to start the annual scything of a designated conservation 
area. I have been doing this for five years now and every year note the change in flora 
species. 

What is the purpose of this and why not just mow the grass, keeping it short and tidy 
throughout the year?  

It’s late autumn, the grass has all but stopped 
growing and the seeds following the summer 
blooms have either dropped onto the soil or been 
feasted on by the wildlife. Now is the time to cut. 
As you scythe moving forwards the cut grass is 
deposited into the windrow ready for collecting 
and taking away. A windrow is the line of cuttings 
that accumulate on the clean area, as seen in the 
photograph. The cut foliage is removed to 
prevent the soil becoming enriched with nitrogen 
from the decomposition process. There's a compost heap near a very healthy walnut tree. If 
the ground of the conservation area is enriched with nitrogen the only successful species 
are grasses which grow fast and densely enough to out compete most other flowering 
plants. Soils with lower nitrogen levels allow the flowering plants a chance to establish and 
once they form their own canopy the grass growth below is suppressed and a greater 
diversity of plants can flourish. 

A species rich meadow takes years to establish, you can't get plug-in ecosystems! Over the 
five years I have noted an increase in the following plants; Cranesbill, Corncockle, White 
Dead Nettle, Achillea, Lady's Bedstraw, Cornflower, Scabious, Plantains, Celandine. 
Apologies for the unscientific mix of common and botanical nomenclature! Biodiversity is a 
key aim. A greater variety of flowers leads to more insects and other invertebrates in turn 
to more birds and small mammals. 

Be untidy in your gardens, leave an area to do its own thing, unmanicured and species rich, 
you will be surprised at the increase in wildlife. 

Scything is a very mindful, energetic yet calming activity. The swish of the razor-sharp blade 
as it slices through the stems so cleanly with surgical precision. No internal combustion 
engine with its outdated technology, sarcastically yet pathetically roaring, assaulting the 
environment. 

I am very happy to train any would be reapers! Apprentices welcome. 

Peter Wyatt 
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LOST AND FOUND 

 

 

 

This delightful if rather sad-looking little teddy was found covered with mud and leaves by 

Diana Brown in the undergrowth by the Stow Road turning into Westhall Hill. 

He’s had a wash and brush up and we would now like to reunite him (or her) with their 

rightful owner. 

Is one of your children missing their favourite teddy? If so please contact us at 

fulbrooknews@gmail.com or 01993 823990 and we will arrange for them to be re-united 
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Results of the Ride and Stride in September 

Four Fulbrookians set out on a glorious early Autumn morning, with two aims. One to raise as much 

money as we could for the Trust, of which half would be shared with Fulbrook church, and the second 

to enjoy ourselves, visiting other churches with the chance to discover the joys of Oxfordshire. As 

usual, our sponsors had been tremendously generous. Circumstances dictated that some churches 

were locked, but we cheerfully signed our sponsor sheets in the porch and used the sanitisers that 

thoughtful churchwardens had left for us.  

Three valiant walkers started with the five Burford churches and then headed off to Taynton, 

Barrington, Windrush and Sherborne and their lovely churches. They walked back and though 

somewhat footsore, they said they had really enjoyed the day.  The other, plus husband, started with 

Fulbrook and Burford too, then set off to Chilsom, near Charlbury, where they discovered a grassy 

track leading to Shorthampton. Hedged on either side, the track wound up rising ground until 

suddenly, the Evenlode valley was spread before them with the tiny, nearly unknown church of 

Shorthampton just ahead. In the porch was a welcoming note inviting us in, which was a chance to 

enjoy the fine medieval wall paintings. Then on to Charlbury with its five churches. 

And Fulbrook Striders raised £1,050!! 

So thank you all those who helped to raise this splendid sum. 

If any of you would like to join a group, make your own arrangements, or take part in this annual 

event, please let me know and I can be in touch with you next September with the details. (You don’t 

have to be a church goer.) 

Diana Lethbridge 824196 

 

VILLAGE WELCOME PACKS 

If you know of someone who has moved into the village and would like to receive a 

WELCOME PACK, please could you let Nicola Hillman know either by phone on 01993 

823260 or by email to nicolahillmanart@yahoo.co.uk.   Thank you. 

 

Nicola Hillman 
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Burford Primary School 

‘Here We Are’, inspired by the picture book of the same name by Oliver Jeffers, is a unique record created 

by all of the children present in Burford Primary School when they returned to school in September 2020. 

So, please get comfortable, open up the Burford Primary School website: www.burford-pri.oxon.sch.uk, 

click on view full screen (crossed double pointed arrows in the toolbar below the flipbook (unfortunately 

not on mobile devices, only + and – there) and enjoy this lovely illustrated book, created by our fantastic 

children. Clicking on the pages will flip them over. 

 

 

Neighbourhood Watch PROTECT YOUR Pa$$W0Rd campaign 

As we spend more time at home on our online devices, over one third (34%) of people now say that they’re more 
concerned about cybercrime than physical crime.  

We know there is a sea of information out there around how to best protect yourself online which can quickly get 
confusing.  

As part of our Cyberhood Watch initiative, launched in 2019 in partnership with Avast, we have launched a PROTECT 
YOUR Pa$$W0Rd campaign. 

The campaign is aimed at providing everyone (Neighbourhood Watch members, and non-members alike) with 3 easy 
steps to be more secure online. We are encouraging everyone to share these 3 steps with their family, friends and 
neighbours.  

PROTECT YOUR Pa$$W0Rd in 3 easy steps 

1. Create a separate password for your email account 

2. Use 3 random words 

3. Turn on two-factor authentication (2FA) 

The campaign launches on 9th November 2020 and runs for a month and our Password protection crime-prevention 
page: www.ourwatch.org.uk/passwords provides clear and simple guidance on the 3 steps.  
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Welcome back! 
How good it felt to finally open our doors once again to students at the beginning of September.  We 
began the term with two Induction Days for our new Year 7 students and our Year 12 students, and 
then welcomed everyone else back on 4 September.  With over 96% attendance from the start it was 
clear that the decision to get back to school had the full support of everyone. 
 
Getting back to what we do best 
After so long away from the classroom, the appetite amongst students to re-engage with their learning 
has been evident and the decision to maintain our full curriculum has been very well received by staff, 
students and parents.  Everyone at Burford School has adapted to the changed circumstances in which 
we find ourselves with sensitivity and co-operation; from re-routing around school for drop-offs in the 
morning to life in bubbles and our new one-way system.  
 
Continued success 
Our well established history of academic achievement was maintained this year and our results at A-
level and GCSE have put us in the top 1% of schools nationally at A-level and the top 10% at GCSE. On 
the return to school clubs and activities quickly become part of daily life once again and we were sorry 
to have to stop them yet again, with the limitations of the November lockdown. 
 
Remembering our founders 
New Open Day, Sixth Form and Boarding videos have all been created this term in an effort to let 
prospective parents and students gain an understanding of the school.  We planned to follow these 
with a virtual version of our Charter Day Service and Prize Giving, however in the end that was not an 
option.  We were still able to celebrate though, with prizes and a commemorative programme going to 
each of our winners.  
 
Thinking beyond school 
A full week of mock interviews took place for our Year 11 students during 
November.  All 223 students submitted an online application form, underwent 
an online interview with an external employer (see photo) and received 
constructive feedback.  The students felt it was a thoroughly worthwhile 
exercise and we are immensely grateful to all those in the local community who 
gave up their time and helped make it such a success.  
 
Good wishes for 2021 
As we head towards the end of term we would like to wish you all a very happy 
and safe festive season and look forward to sunnier times in the New Year. 
 
Sarah Duckworth 
Marketing Manager 
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk 
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to stay for 2 nights, checking out on Tuesday 27th August 
 

 

 

 

  

THE FULBROOK MEETING PLACE 

The Fulbrook Meeting Place continues to host the 

regular weekly Fitness Group and monthly lunch club 

and coffee mornings plus occasional Special events. 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need 
as if we were caring for you. 
In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated 
of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. Amen. 

We have been fortunate enjoying weekly 9.30am service since the beginning of August, with both Morning Prayer and 

Communion services. We have managed very well to rearrange the seating to be socially distanced, to sanitise hands 

and wear masks. While it took a bit of getting used to, we have still managed to share this precious time together in 

Church. Of course we are now again in lockdown until the beginning of December and so we are relying on online 

services - see details of how to access these below. We hope very much to have services in the church again from the 

beginning of December. 

ONLINE WEEKLY SERVICES  
From Burford - with Revd’s Tom Putt, Oliver Strange, Cedric Reavley  

9.30 am service traditional service of morning prayer 

11am contemporary family service 

https://www.burfordchurch.org/sunday-services-1 

Scroll down to find the service you prefer. 

From Swinbrook - with Revd Andrew Wingfield Digby  

Online Thought for the Week  

https://swinbrookat11.org/services 

Church at home in the Diocese 

10 am every Sunday 

https://oxforddiocese.online.church/ 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES WITH JOY  
We normally have a wonderful carol service on Christmas Eve with a packed church coming together to celebrate 

Christmas. This year we are unlikely to be able to have a service with very many people in church, or to have singing 

inside the Church.   

So, with the Carpenter’s Arms we have cooked up another plan - if the people cannot come to the church for a carol 

service, we shall bring the carol service to the people (Prime Minister willing).   

There will be an outdoor socially distanced carol service outside at the Carpenters Arms at 5.30 pm on 23rd 

December. There will be fire pits (to keep you warm outside) and mince pies and mulled wine (to keep you warm 

inside!) with marshmallows and other goodies for children. The service will be free and everyone is welcome to come 

and join in, but  the Church should much  appreciate generous donations towards the cost of refreshments if you can. 

There will be a raffle after the service with the proceeds being donated to a local homeless charity. The Carpenters 

have generously donated a prize but other donations of prizes would be gratefully received.   

After the carols the evening will continue with a Hog Roast at a cost of £6 per adult and £4 per child.   

The event will need to be ticketed to ensure everyone will be COVID safe, but we are hoping to accommodate as many 

people as want to come! Tickets for carols FREE (but donations to the Church for refreshments gratefully 

received), contact Lyn on 01993 823640 and for tickets for the Hog Roast, £6 for adults, £4 for children under 10 

contact Ryan on 01993 823823.  Raffle donations also gratefully received. 

Christmas Day Holy Communion Service at 9.30 am in the Church. 

(Disclaimer: We don’t not yet know what the regulations for Christmas will be - but very much hope that we shall be 

able to run this event). 

 

 
 

 

NEWS FROM FULBROOK CHURCH 

and a Warm Welcome to All 

https://www.burfordchurch.org/sunday-services-1
https://swinbrookat11.org/services
https://oxforddiocese.online.church/
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The Fulbrook Meeting Place is the back half of the Church, our village hall, but is 
currently closed due to the coronavirus restrictions. 
 

Regular events which will resume when the restrictions are lifted – everyone is very 
welcome to come to all of these. 

** Keep Fit Group A lively weekly group that meets to exercise with music at 9 – 10 am every 
Thursday.  Led by Pat Ferret, it is £3 a session – and a lot of fun as well as being good for you! 

** Coffee morning at 10.30am on the 4th Thursday each month, with conversation, coffee and 
delicious biscuits – just turn up for a warm welcome. £1 donation.  

** Fulbrook Forum – Ist Thursday of every month at 3pm, speakers, discussion and tea - just turn up 
for a warm welcome - £2 donation. 

** Quiet prayer every Monday at the back of the Church at 5.30pm. 
 
The Fulbrook Meeting Place is our village hall and as such is available for hire, subject to conditions, 

at a very reasonable rate.  If you are interested in hiring the FMP for a meeting, afternoon get-

together or a family party, please contact our Booking Clerk, Lyn Bibbings Burns on 823640 or         

e-mail lynbibbings1@gmail.com. 
 

NEWS FROM THE FULBROOK MEETING PLACE 

 

NEWS FROM FULBROOK CHURCH (Continued) 

 

HELP FOR OTHERS 

We continue to collect food and toiletry donations weekly which get taken to Besom in Witney.  The box for 

collection is outside the church, or donations can be collected if you contact Lyn on 01993 823640.  Besom is a 

Christian organisation that provides emergency parcels for those in need.  The demand for help has become much 

greater in West Oxfordshire in recent months, and we are very keen to help make sure there is enough food for people 

who need it at Christmas. Please donate generously if you can - especially needed in the lead up to Christmas are tea, 

coffee, drinking chocolate, fruit juices, jam, honey, spreads, cakes and biscuits, desserts, mince pies, selection boxes 

and chocolates. Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste, body lotion, soap, nappies, 

baby wipes.  Gifts - hat scarves, gloves, socks, for adults and children. Jewellery items, toys and children’s books, 

stationery items, Christmas items:  crackers, baubles and other decorations.  

 

THANK YOU!  
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Fulbrook Representative on the B&DS committee. We are delighted to welcome Laurence Balbes as the 
successor to Patricia Picking, who you will recall stepped down in September. 

Living in Burford & District Packs. Pamela Wilson pwoxfordshire@gmail.com has agreed to be the Administrator 
for the new Packs.  I would therefore be very grateful if you could let her know of any new people who already 
have or will be moving into the area to enable her to arrange for them to receive a Pack. 

Change of venue for our meetings. After many happy years of meeting at the Methodist Church, in view of the 
current uncertainty regarding its future, our 2021 meetings will now be at the Warwick Hall. After so many have 
valiantly coped with the Church’s flight of stairs they will find our new home will be more accessible. Additionally 
because the Warwick Hall operates a Covid-19 secure environment, this will relieve the Society of much pre and 
post meeting safety cleaning etc. 

New time for our Meetings. On a trial basis we will be bringing forward the times of our meetings to 7pm to allow 
them to finish earlier.  

2021 Virtual AGM. In view of the consequences of the pandemic we are preparing to run a virtual AGM on the 
16th Feb 2021. Further details will follow in January when we post the new Programme and the AGM papers to all 
our members. 

2021 Talks. We are as determined as is possible, that whatever the circumstances next year, we will proceed with 
a full programme of talks and not cancel any due to any continuing Covid 19 restrictions. We are throwing caution 
to the wind and arranging to deliver our first 2021 talk by Zoom. It will immediately follow the virtual AGM on the 
16th February. Keep your fingers crossed for us. 

Peter Martin, Chairman  

peteremartin@btinternet.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COIN BOX COLLECTION 
 
At the close of this extraordinary year there are regular duties we must still perform.  For me that 
involves gathering up the Children’s Society Coin Boxes, counting up all that small change and then 
banking the proceeds. Of course, none of us has been using cash in the same way as before this 
wretched virus struck.  However, once this period of lockdown is over, I would be grateful if my 
faithful box holders could let me have their boxes or I am happy to come and collect if that is easier, 
let me know. 
 
Who knows what long-term impacts this pandemic will have.  My suspicion is that the use of cash 
and thence the accumulation of all that small change will decline to the extent that this method of 
helping what is a very worthwhile charity will cease to be viable.  I will report back on this year’s 
results in the March Newsletter. 
 
Thank you, Gilly Kay (823193) 
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A Puzzle ANSWERED 

Some years ago l had a phone call from a Mr Hickman from Witney. He had been reading a copy of “Harvey’s 

Tales" sent to him by his cousin Peggy (Harvey’s daughter). In the chapter on Meadow Lane, the first house 

mentioned is Corner Cottage.  I had always wondered why there was a carving of HYDE PARK CORNER on the 

side wall. 

At one time Jack Hickman and his wife Gladys lived there and this gentleman could remember his father 

carving HYDE PARK CORNER on one stone. It was at the time of the Queen’s Coronation and there was a big 

parade in London starting at Hyde Park Corner. There was also one in Fulbrook and this was why Jack Hickman 

had carved the name at the starting place. This was in 1953. 

Joan Smith has a photograph of her father, E.G.S. Smith and Mr J Hill leading the parade.  

Anne Weir 

 

 

A message from Robert Courts MP 
 
As we come to the end of this very challenging year, the Christmas period and its meaning has 
never been more important. I want to assure you that the Government is united in its aim to 
ensure that we can have as normal a Christmas as possible. Undoubtedly though, your 
Christmas will be different this year.  
 
This festive period is a special time for us all. Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, 
another religious festival - or none at all - it is vitally important that we all work together to make 
this unusual and challenging festival period a special one nonetheless. It might be that you have 
to see your extended family over Zoom this Christmas, or that your traditional Christmas Day trip 
to the pub looks different. It may be that you brave a West Oxfordshire winter this year rather 
than escaping to warmer climes. But I have every confidence that the people of West Oxfordshire 
will not  let anything get in the way of their festive spirit.  
 
Christmas time is also one for giving and charity. This year, that might mean something different 
to usual. Maybe you could speak to a neighbour, reconnect with a friend, or reach out to 
someone who lives alone. If you are able, charities are still working and grateful for any donation 
you can give. This year it is more important than ever that we show our festive spirit in our 
community.  
 
Wherever and however you may be celebrating this year, I want to wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and season’s greetings from myself and my team. I can assure you we will be working 
round the clock as usual on your behalf and so if there is anything at all I can do to help please 
do let me know on robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:robert@robertcourts.co.uk
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News From The 
 

 

We will be offering Christmas Day meals: 
 

Created by Tom, to be finished by you at home. Our menu will include starters, a 

traditional turkey roast and a selection of desserts. For one person or more. Call for 

enquiries and menu choices:  01993 823823 
 

 

We are in the middle of a major fund raising campaign to raise a further £50,000 to enable the structural 
work to commence by the 30th April. This in turn, will enable us to receive a further grant of £50,000 which is 
contingent on that work starting. 
 
We are very grateful for the great support the Archive is receiving. People are really identifying with our 
aims of preserving and freely sharing the rich stories of Burford and District’s heritage.  
 
The October "Attic Sale" was astounding. The generosity of donors was fantastic as was the largesse of the 
buyers. The sale room remained busy from the moment the doors opened until we closed. Whilst clearing 
the Hall, visitors were still buying as we loaded the van. The amount raised, so far is £2,827. 
 
In response to popular request for a repeat community experience, we will (fingers crossed,) be running a 
fund raising ‘pop up shop’ at the Wysdom Hall, High St, between the 5th and the 13th December selling 
art & artefacts, bric-a-brac, books, pictures, homeware and other interesting items. 
 
Additional donated items are needed to fill the shop, please – all to be delivered on Friday 4th Dec. 
Further details from Clendon Daukes on cddaukes@gmail or 01933 823533 
 
Additional ways to contribute include purchasing the 2021 Burford Calendar, now on sale for £6 and also 
purchasing one of the books written by Raymond Moody or the coffee table sized fully illustrated ‘Burford 
and its soul’ book for £25. Full details from me, see below.  
 
We are also in the process of sending out individual letters asking for donations, the response to date has 
been incredible and it is still early days. We know the target is a big ask, but with your continued support we 
will get there. 
 
David Cohen   cohen4sp@btinternet.com  07899 837482  

 

mailto:cohen4sp@btinternet.com
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Here’s the latest recipe from our resident chef Peter Burns: 
 
Date and chocolate Christmas cake 
 
We loved Benjamina Ebuehi when she featured in series 6 of Bake-Off a couple of years ago. Her 
energy and sheer exuberance with food and cakes extends to the Christmas season. Here is her take 
on an exotic, fun-filled (and un-iced) Christmas cake. 
 
Ingredients 
450g medjool dates, pitted 
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 
200g raisins 
150g sultanas 
150g dried cranberries 
100ml brandy, plus extra to brush 
200g dark muscovado sugar 
150g unsalted butter 
Juice and zest of 1 orange 
3 medium eggs, beaten 
200g plain flour 
50g ground almonds 
2 tbsp cocoa powder 
2 tsp ground cinnamon 
2 tsp ground ginger 
½ tsp ground cloves 
½ tsp ground cardamom 
120g dark chocolate, roughly chopped 
 
Method 

1. Chop the dates into small pieces, put them in a bowl with 250ml boiling water and the 
bicarb, stir and leave to soak for 10 minutes. 

2. Put all the other dried fruit into a large saucepan with the brandy, sugar, butter, orange zest 
and juice, and simmer gently for 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. Remove from the heat, 
stir in the softened dates and leave to cool to room temperature. 

3. Grease a deep, round 23cm cake tin and line the base and sides with a double layer of 
baking paper, allowing it to extend about 10cm above the rim.  

4. Heat the oven to 140C (130C fan)/300F/gas 2. 

5. Once the fruit (and dates) mix has cooled, stir in the beaten eggs. 

6. In a separate bowl, sift the flour, ground almonds, cocoa powder and spices. Pour this into 
the fruit mixture and stir until fully combined. Fold in the chopped chocolate, then pour the 
batter into the prepared cake tin. 

7. Bake the cake for two hours and 15 minutes to two hours and 30 minutes, or until a skewer 
inserted into the centre comes out clean. Leave to cool in the tin, then poke a few holes 
across the surface and brush with a little more brandy. Wrap the cake well in greaseproof 
paper and a layer of foil, and store in a cool, dark place until either the pandemic is over or 
Christmas arrives. 
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Why don’t you advertise your 
business in this space? 

 
Please call our Advertising 

Editor David Foster on       
01993 822223 for full details. 

 

 

Fulbrook’s local family 

friendly pub run by Siobhan, 

Tom and Ryan.  

Come and join us for great 

food, local gins and beers, 

and lots of laughs. 

 

FOOD SERVING TIMES 

Mondays – closed 

(except bank holidays) 

Tuesday – Friday 

Lunch 12 - 2.30pm 

Dinner 6 - 9pm 

Saturday 12 - 9pm 

Sunday 12 - 5pm 

 

@the_carpenters_arms_ 

@thecarpentersarmsfulbrook 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/woodwork-carpentry-tools-set-vector-sketch-illustration-wood-material-furniture-industry-design-elements-carpenter-workshop-image140834509&psig=AOvVaw2QPFaykJaCSOIw1dguhT1O&ust=1581945685584000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC44YaV1ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/woodwork-carpentry-tools-set-vector-sketch-illustration-wood-material-furniture-industry-design-elements-carpenter-workshop-image140834509&psig=AOvVaw2QPFaykJaCSOIw1dguhT1O&ust=1581945685584000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC44YaV1ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/woodwork-carpentry-tools-set-vector-sketch-illustration-wood-material-furniture-industry-design-elements-carpenter-workshop-image140834509&psig=AOvVaw2QPFaykJaCSOIw1dguhT1O&ust=1581945685584000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC44YaV1ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/woodwork-carpentry-tools-set-vector-sketch-illustration-wood-material-furniture-industry-design-elements-carpenter-workshop-image140834509&psig=AOvVaw2QPFaykJaCSOIw1dguhT1O&ust=1581945685584000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC44YaV1ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/woodwork-carpentry-tools-set-vector-sketch-illustration-wood-material-furniture-industry-design-elements-carpenter-workshop-image140834509&psig=AOvVaw2QPFaykJaCSOIw1dguhT1O&ust=1581945685584000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC44YaV1ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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