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The Fulbrook News 
Our Quarterly Newsletter 
December 2018         Number 75 

 

 

In this issue: 

 The latest news on our clubs and 

activities 

 Report from the FaB WI  

 Fulbrook News and Views with 

your views, comments & articles 

from within Fulbrook  

 An update from our local MP, 

Robert Courts. 

 What’s going on at the FMP & 

the Diary 

 News and forthcoming events 

from Fulbrook Church 

 News from Burford School 

 A new recipe from our resident 

Chef 

 Do read on . . . . . 

 

WANTED for publication! Please send us your articles, comments, ideas, letters, 
poems, whatever. This is your Newsletter – please send contributions to our email 
address: fulbrooknews@gmail.com 

Next Issue: March 2019, Copy Date – Monday 11th February 2019 

The Fulbrook Newsletter is distributed free to every household in the village. Subscription 
copies are available by post at £5.00 per annum from the distribution office at Dolphin 
House, Westhall Hill, OX18 4BJ 
 

The Fulbrook Newsletter committee would like to wish all our readers, advertisers 

and contributors a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2019 

mailto:fulbrooknews@gmail.com
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Dear Readers, 

How on earth has it whizzed round to being nearly Christmas already? I think I have been lulled into a false sense of 
time after the baking hot summer and very mild autumn and only now are we feeling the chill winds of winter heralding 
the festive season. It will be important to keep warm and our resident chef suggests a recipe for a hearty dish of beef 
in red wine to keep out the cold and keep spirits up! (page 21). Other recipes from the Fulbrook Newsletter over the 
years are being assembled into a recipe book, so watch out for this in the Spring. 

Do come and join in the Carol singing around the village on Tuesday 18th December (see page 17). Everyone is 
welcome, children and adults alike, and it is always fun with some refreshments along the way. You will then be 
practiced and in good voice for the Carol and crib service in Church on December 24th at 4pm (see page14), a lovely 
service to bring your families and friends to. 

Do be sure to catch up on the reports about events you attended, and those you couldn’t get to - it has been a busy 
autumn - see the Church news (p 14) for reports on Evensong and the wine and cheese party that followed; our 
celebration of Harvest Festival and our Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial and in the church. See the Parish 
Council news for report of the Fireworks, held on November 11th this year to recognise Armistice day 1918 and the 
village clean up on November 10th (p 4). 

We have some new people to give a warm welcome to in the village and hope they will join in all the activities and 
events Fulbrook offers. Dave and Ursula Milner have recently moved into Sunny Bank in Beech Grove - some of us 
already know Ursula as she is an excellent teacher of Pilates and runs a number of classes locally and Monica ????? 
has moved into Bluebell Cottage in Upper End. We hope you will all be very happy here. 
We must say a very big thank you to Jacky and John Harrington who, for the last 12 years, have done a fantastic job 
of running the monthly lunch club in the FMP. They are no longer going to do this after December but we cannot thank 
them enough, and all those in the village who made soup and cakes, for everything they have done over the years to 
make the lunch club a warm and welcoming place to be. John and Jacky have taken up a new role of running Time 
Out every Monday in the Warwick Hall (see page 19). 

It is with sadness that we report that two people known in the village have recently died; Mike Irving, who lived most 
recently at the Old Prebendal House in Shipton-under-Wychwood, but before that in a converted barn on the Shipton 
Road. We give our sympathies to his family who live in the village.  Also David Balbes, father of Laurence who lives in 
the village died in October aged 96.  Many of you will remember him from the Fulbrook Forum where he gave a talk on 
his WW2 experiences, in particular about his time on the Russian convoys with the navy and his award of the Arctic 
Star medal. Our sympathies go to Laurence and his family. 

So, having now had the first flurries of snow let’s hope we can avoid the dramatic falls and power cuts of last year - 
but it is a good idea to be prepared. If you have a power cut you can ring 105 for help. You can also sign up for priority 
services from your electricity supplier see https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy-supply/get-help-
paying-your-bills/getting-extra-support-from-your-energy-supplier/ for advice on how to do this. 

Top tips for keeping warm and safe are: stock up with batteries for torches and your radio for useful information; invest 
in a ‘no power’ charger for your mobile phone so you can keep in touch; put on extra warm layers as soon as the 
power goes off; ensure you have plenty of warm blankets to layer up to keep warm - especially young children and 
older people who feel the cold more keenly; make sure you have store cupboard food that doesn’t need cooking. 
When the weather is bad keep water hot from your boiled kettle in a flask so you have the means of making a hot 
drink if the power goes off. 

Fulbrookians are good at watching out for their neighbours, but keep a special eye out for those you know may need 
your help. The Churchwardens are also available to call, see page 14 for phone numbers. 

Here’s hoping we have enough snow for the children to enjoy some tobogganing and to play snowballs, but that it 
doesn’t last too long!    A very merry Christmas to everyone from the Editorial team. 

Lyn Bibbings Burns

Editorial Team: 
Hon. Secretary & Distributor:  
Jenny Jones, Meadow House, Meadow Lane, 823492  

Hon. Treasurer & Compiler: 
Laurence Balbes, Meadow Way Cottage, Meadow Lane, 823990  

Advertising: 

Lesley Beveridge, Meadow View, Arkel Close, 824352  

Local Correspondents & Distributors: 

Diana Brown, Dolphin House, Westhall Hill, 822147  

Lyn Bibbings Burns, Garden House, Dolphin Lane, 823640 (Editorial this issue) 
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FULBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 

This is my brief overview of the Parish Council activity 

in the past month. Points to note are:- 

 Speeding through the village is a constant 

source of concern for all. Having exhausted 

our communication options with Thames 

Valley Police we have decided to approach our 

MP Robert Courts regarding the appalling 

treatment we have experienced on 

speedwatch. He will meet with the Parish 

Council on November 23
rd

 subject to the 

Brexit activity. We will report progress in the 

next edition of the Fulbrook News. Meanwhile 

several people have expressed concern that 

the speeding issue is getting worse. 

 Your Parish Council has successfully 

completed negotiations with the Cottsway 

Housing Association and has managed to 

secure a further term of 7 years on the ground 

lease for the play park. There is also an 

opportunity to extend the area subject to 

negotiation. 

 Your amenities committee will be undertaking 

a short survey around the village looking for 

suggestions and opinions on this subject. 

Please feel free to add your comments to the 

survey. 

 Amenities Committee members:- Chairman 

Malcolm Taylor is looking for 1 to 2 new 

committee members to assist with the running 

of the committee, please contact Malcolm 

direct on 07788 391665 if you would like to 

join this lively organisation. We would also 

like to thank Malcolm and his committee for 

the recent village clean up on the 9
th

 and 10
th

 

November where a strong contingent of 

village residents did a splendid job of making 

the village look pristine for Remembrance 

Day. For those who attended Bob Warner’s 

Bonfire, I’m sure you would join me in 

thanking Bob and Pauline together with all 

contributors of fireworks, food and drinks, for 

their generosity and hard work; a very 

successful evening enjoyed by all. 

 New Councillor: we still have one vacancy on 

the Council. So come on and try your hand at 

steering the village to yours and the local 

resident’s wishes. Its great fun and full of 

opportunities to meet more people in the 

village.   

 Please let the Parish Council know what you 

think about any of the above or other issues. 

Meetings of FPC are held at the Meeting Place 

at the back of the church and the following 

dates have been set for the next meeting:- 

19
th

 November 2018 @ 7.30pm 

All are welcome at these meetings. 

Don’t forget the website www.fulbrookvillage.net  

Walford Ingleby 

Chairman 

 

From the Parish Clerk: 

 

Thank you to so many who helped with the autumn 

2018 village clear up. It is great that so many do 

their bit, at whatever time is available to them.  

There have been several instances of failed street 

lighting in the village over the past few months. 

Please do log these yourself on the Oxfordshire 

County Council Fix my Street system if you are 

able, as this will be the fastest way to get them 

repaired. For street lights you need to give the 

number of the light. This is the white stencilled 

number at the top of the lamp post, between 1 and 

50 in Fulbrook. We have also had occasions recently 

when we have been told a light has been repaired, 

but it is obvious that this is not the case. Please 

contact me and I will contact the Parish Liaison 

Team at OCC, to make them aware of the problem. 

Last week, 15/11/18, it was reported to the Parish 

Clerk that the dog waste bin in Garnes Lane was 

overflowing and has been on a few occasions in the 

last three months. I contacted WODC, who told me 

that the bin no longer appeared on their list to be 

emptied. I was told that the bin would be emptied 

urgently and then put back on the weekly schedule. 

The bin and the others in the village are only 

intended for dog walkers’ use and are not meant for 

other domestic dog waste in the village. 

I send out a fortnightly e-mail to those who ask for 

it, detailing events in the village, planning 

applications and other information from West 

Oxfordshire District Council. If you would like to be 

FULBROOK, OXFORDSHIRE 
PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: 

 Wally Ingleby 822192 
Councillors: 
 Peter Burns 823640 (VC) 

 Malcolm Taylor 07788 391665 
 Bob Warner 822761 
 
Parish Clerk: 

Jo Glyde 

(fulbrookpc.clerk@aol.co.uk) 

Pipkin, Beech Grove, Fulbrook, OX18 4DF 

Telephone 823023 

www.fulbrookvillage.net 
 

http://www.fulbrookvillage.net/
http://www.fulbrookvillage.net/
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added to this list please e-mail me at 

fulbrookpc.clerk@aol.co.uk 

I am continuing in the Parish Clerk role for the time 

being, as no one came forward to take over. If you 

are interested in this part time (about 5 hours per 

week) paid role, please do get in touch and I will 

explain what is involved. 

Jo Glyde 

Parish Clerk 

AMENITIES GROUP 

Fulbrook Autumn Village Cleanup 
A big thank you to everyone who helped with the 

Cleanup, both on the day and before, which meant 

that everywhere was looking clean and tidy for 

Armistice day. The next one will be in the Spring, 

when tea and cake will be available at the end in the 

Fulbrook Meeting Place. 

Malcolm Taylor 

 

THE FULBROOK FORUM 

6th September 2018:  THIS LIFE CAMBODIA 

by Malcolm Taylor 

It was inspiring and humbling to hear Malcolm 

Taylor talking about his experiences in Cambodia 

working with the charity This Life Cambodia.  Many 

of us may have visited Cambodia, staying at Siem 

Reap to admire the amazing temples at Angkor Wat, 

and experiencing the contrast of life in Phnom Penh.  

But few of us have had the opportunity to work with 

a Cambodian charity, to gain real understanding and 

daily experience of the challenges which so many 

Cambodians  face, and to make a valuable 

contribution towards the work of improving their 

life chances.  But this is what Malcom has done. 

Using his experience as an accountant who has 

enjoyed a varied career, much of it working abroad 

in France, Taiwan and Japan, Malcolm spent two 

weeks as a volunteer with This Life Cambodia, to 

whom he was introduced by AfID (Accounting for 

International Development). 

AfID is an organisation which offers to every type 

of accountant, from anywhere in the world, the 

opportunity to use their skills to support not for 

profit organisations globally, generally through 

volunteer assignments to those charitable 

organisations. 

Malcolm explained to us the aims and working 

methods of This Life Cambodia.  The charity is a 

sustainable community development initiative, 

aiming to provide support for vulnerable children, 

families and communities to enable them in due 

course to provide and deliver their own solutions to 

complex social challenges.  There are specific 

programmes: This Life Behind Bars provides 

support for children in prison; This Life in the 

Family supports the families of prisoners; This Life 

in Community enlists community support for 

children and families at risk of separation.  There are 

vital education programmes - under the headings 

Lower Secondary school support, Vocational 

Training and Internships.  The third chief area of 

activity is Community Research and Consultancy, to 

validate the work and programmes carried out by 

`This Life Cambodia, at all times respecting the 

community’s right of self determination and  its 

local culture.  (For more information check out the 

website www.thislifecambodia.org.)  We were told 

that the charity has 30 employees, and that following 

his review Malcolm was impressed by its 

governance and financial structures. 

The presentation was interactive throughout, 

provoking wide ranging discussion about levels of 

poverty and deprivation in Cambodia, the legacy of 

the Pol Pot regime, and concerns at how Cambodia 

can best be supported to recover fully from the 

deprivations caused by that regime.  Malcolm talked 

briefly about the charity Small Arts School, set up 

by a Japanese teacher to provide art and Japanese 

lessons to 350 children in the Siem Reap area, and 

the importance of Cambodian children also having 

the opportunity to learn English was considered. 

Finally, Malcolm’s visit to Cambodia was not all 

work.  He showed some wonderful photographs of 

his weekend activities - visiting the temple sites at 

Angkor Wat, a trip to the floating villages on Tonie 

Sap lake and the village markets,  enjoying  

delicious meals (if with unusual and sometimes 

challenging ingredients), beautiful views and the 

delightful pool at his hotel. 

This was  a stimulating talk  - and with luck will not 

be Malcolm’s last, as he is now discussing with 

AfID the possibility of his next assignment being in 

Thailand.  The Fulbrook Forum will look forward to 

hearing from him on his return! 

4 October 2018: Norway; Land Sea and Air by 

Hugh Woodsend. 

Hugh spent most of his working life as a commercial 

test pilot. He flew many varieties of fixed wing 

aircraft including gliders and helicopters. He is also 

an experienced ocean sailor, having crossed the 

http://www.thislifecambodia.org/
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Atlantic eleven times, and sailed in many 

international races. Since retirement he has 

developed a passion for film making, and we were 

spoiled by an audiovisual experience the like of 

which the Fulbrook Forum has never experienced 

before. 

The talk centred around two cruises, made by Hugh 

and his wife, in March 2017 (Dover) and March 

2018 (Southampton) to Alta, in the very north of 

Norway, and back, calling at many ports along the 

way. A film was made of both trips for the cruise 

company, and we dived in and out of this film 

throughout the talk. 

In 2017 winds of 30‐40 knots were common, with 

one interesting moment when the ship was caught in 

irons in high winds, and unable to turn in Bodo 

harbour. They missed Tromso because of the 

weather. He paused to remind us of previous visits 

when flying the F104 Starfighter and F16 as a 

development test pilot. They sailed through amazing 

snow‐covered fjords, one of them home to the 

mighty Turpitz battleship in WW2 which was 

damaged by midget submarines. Arriving in Alta 

they visited the Ice hotel, the 18th year this has been 

built from scratch. The following day they had great 

fun husky dog sledging through the magical scenery 

in the snow.  

The 2018 trip followed more or less the same route, 

but was able to fill in the gaps created by poor 

weather in 2017. They witnessed spectacular 

scenery and took amazing photographs of the 

Northern lights in Alta, including an enlightening 

film of their formation. We learnt that Norway is 

very advanced with tunnels and bridges, linking 

many of it’s 50,000 islands to the mainland. 

Hugh certainly made a very appealing case for a trip 

to Norway. 

1
st
 November 2018: The Story of Tea by Mike 

Bunston 

Mike spent his entire working life as an International 

Tea Broker and served for 20 years as Chairman of 

The International Tea Committee. He was awarded 

an OBE for services to the International tea industry 

and, although mainly retired, still acts as Tea 

Ambassador for the Sri Lankan Tea Board. 

Mike told us how he first became a tea broker in 

1959 after serving a 12-month trial period and how 

he worked for the same company until he retired in 

2002. He made his first trip abroad in 1966 when he 

worked in Uganda for 18 months. 

Tea was first ‘discovered’ around 2,500BC in China 

and was introduced to Japan about 200 years later. 

There are two main types; China tea which is green 

and Indian tea (Assam) which is black due to 

oxidation and started to be cultivated when China 

tea seeds were taken to Darjeeling. Tea is now 

grown in many places around the world but 60% of 

the tea drunk in the UK comes from Kenya, which 

has an ideal climate. Sri Lanka is the 2
nd

 highest 

exporter and most of its tea goes to Russia. 

Tea was originally exported in large crates stacked 

in the hold of cargo ships and most of it was traded 

at the London tea auctions. However, these came to 

an end in 1988 when containerisation meant that tea 

could be delivered directly from producer to 

consumer. 

The UK consumes about 2kg of tea per person per 

year which is one of the highest in the world. Tea 

has medicinal properties and can reduce heart 

attacks and strokes due to the high level of 

antioxidants that it contains. 

Mike brewed samples of 6 different teas and invited 

us to taste them; 2
nd

 flush Darjeeling, Ceylon, Earl 

Grey, Lapsang souchong, China black rose and 

Green jasmine. They were all very different and 

Mike explained some of the differences, for example 

Earl Grey has Oil of Bergamot added and Lapsang 

souchong is smoke-dried over pinewood fires, 

imparting a distinctive flavour of smoky pine. 

Mike answered a number of questions from the 

audience, who gave him a warm round of applause 

for a fascinating talk. 

 

Our programme for the next three months is: 

6 December 2018 Jocelyn Bostock - from 

Cheltenham Ladies to Bletchley Park by Martin 

Knight. 

The story of the wartime experiences of one of the 

first women to be recruited to Bletchley Park.  

Jocelyn lived for many years in the White House 

near Charlbury and did not reveal anything about her 

work at Bletchley Park until she was 93. 

3 January 2019 No meeting. 

7 February 2019 Fanta for Breakfast: a life in 

travel and tourism. 

Professor Peter Burns will talk about his 30 year 

career in teaching, researching and consulting in 

travelled tourism. Lively anecdotes of working in 

paradisiacal places will be tempered with insights 
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into the grim logistical realities.  Peter will also 

make the point that by some accounts tourism is the 

world’s biggest industry and deserves our close 

attention as it ploughs its way across the globe 

creating jobs, wealth, and chaos! 

Please put our future meetings in your diary. If you 

would like a reminder about a week before each 

meeting please e-mail fulbrookforum@gmail.com 

and we will put you on our mailing list. 

Meetings take place at 3pm in the Fulbrook Meeting 

Place at the back of Fulbrook Church. All welcome, 

no membership required. A donation of £2 please 

which includes refreshments. 

Laurence Balbes, Deputy Chair 

 

HISTORY GROUP  
 

Our latest meeting was delayed from 8
th

 October to 

12
th

 November due to the death of my father on 6
th

 

October. 

At this meeting Maurice Eldridge showed us 8 

photos from his family album of 5 members of his 

family who served in World War One. Three of 

them; Percy, Ernest and Fred (shown with his wife 

Annie) lost their lives and are remembered on the 

Fulbrook War Memorial. Two survived the war; 

Arthur and Walter, Maurice’s grandfather. 

Anne Weir told us about Al Lopes, an American 

poet who, with his wife Lois, rented No 2 Elm Farm 

Cottages in Meadow Lane for 13 consecutive 

summers from 1984 to 1997 and who Anne and Jim 

got to know well over this time. 

He wrote a number of poems about Fulbrook and 

The Cotswolds which are included in his book The 

Collected Poems of O A Lopes. He sent a copy of 

the book to Anne and Jim when it was published in 

1999. 

He also became friendly with John Hoyle who 

helped him with some of his poetry and John’s 

contribution is acknowledged in the foreword to the 

book. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday 11
th

 February 

2019 at 7.30 pm at Triggers Cottage, Meadow Lane. 

We welcome guests to our meetings, so if you are 

interested in the history of the village or if you have 

any information to contribute to our research you are 

welcome to join us. 

Laurence Balbes 

 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NOVEMBER 

2018.  Safer Communities, Safer Fulbrook 

LOCAL ACTIVITY UPDATE 

Much of the same types of crimes as last period plus a 

couple of the old favourites, ‘doing the rounds’, in our 

area, - Rural Crime Scams, Vehicle Crime, and 

Burglaries and Pickpockets 

Rural Crime - issues unique to rural communities such 

as Protecting Livestock, Securing Farm Machinery, 

Generator and diesel thefts and securing tools and horse 

tack. Please see the website 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-and-

information/rc/rural-crime/rural-crime-prevention/ for 

more info. 

Scams have covered such areas as Netflix account issues, 

TV licence refunds, courier scams and cold callers and a 

new one - Cybernet crime - regarding contact where 

scammer indicates that he has your passwords and 

demands money to remove his ‘trojan horse virus’ which 

he has installed on your computer. In cases such as this 

the advice is do not reply to the email or be tempted to 

pay the criminal. Note sender and subject, DO NOT 

OPEN and flag as spam/junk if you receive multiple 

times. Perform password resets on all your important 

accounts and where possible implement 2-factor 

authentication. Always update your devices with latest 

updates and install anti-virus programmes. Most 

importantly please report any such emails/ demands to 

Action Fraud - https://reporting.actionfraud.police.uk and 

TVP if you have paid the demand. 

Vehicle Crime - Handbags, Credit cards, Keys, Sat Navs 

and number plates are targets (these used to carry out 

other crimes like fuel theft) 

The nights are drawing in also, and this gives perfect 

cover for opportunistic thieves to operate. Please take all 

valuables, tools, sat navs, keys etc out of your vehicles, 

use anti-theft screws for your number plates and where 

possible keep your car in lit areas and double check you 

have locked it for the night. 

Burglaries - Please remember to keep your homes, 

garages, sheds and any other outbuildings secure. 

Pickpockets – it’s getting close to Christmas shopping 

time again so it is very important to ensure that when 

shopping, keep a close eye on your purses and wallets as 

pickpockets take the opportunity to augment their 

Christmas money. Also ensure shopping is kept in the 

boot of your car whilst you continue your shopping. 

Details of all these and more were circulated to the 

Neighbourhood Distribution Email List. Anyone wishing 

to be added to the list to keep abreast of what’s 

happening crime-wise in our area, then please drop me an 

email to my address below. 

 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rc/rural-crime/rural-crime-prevention/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rc/rural-crime/rural-crime-prevention/
https://reporting.actionfraud.police.uk/
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Top tipples as the festive season approaches: 

Here’s a Bright Idea… leave a light on! 

-        Close and lock all your windows and doors when going 

out or going to bed 

-        Don’t advertise you’re out, invest in a timer light switch 

-        Keep house/car keys out of reach of doors and windows 

-        Service and maintain your burglar alarm 

-        Keep valuables and Christmas presents out of sight 

-        Don’t leave Christmas tree lights on – they can be a fire 

risk 

-        Register your valuables with www.immobilise.com 

If In Doubt Keep Them Out 

-        Don’t feel pressured into opening the door to 

unrecognised callers 

-        Suspicious of Rogue Traders - contact Trading Standards 

Doorstep Crime Team on 03454 04 05 06 

-        If you feel threatened in anyway notify the police by 

dialling 999 

-        If you see someone or a car acting suspiciously report it 

by calling 101 

It’s Always Personal – don’t be a target for an online 

criminal 

-        Protect your personal information always – it’s valuable 

to fraudsters 

-        If you have to write passwords down, keep them secure 

in a safe place or preferably in a safe, not next to the 

computer  

-        Check statements and bank card transactions thoroughly 

to identify unauthorised purchases 

-        Never let your credit card out of your sight 

-        When making online purchases look for the padlock 

symbol at the beginning of the URL 

-        To protect yourself online visit www.getsafeonline.org 

 Get Connected, Get Communicating, Galvanise the 

Community 

-        Get pro-active – be alert and respond to what is going on 

in our community 

-        Complete the online security assessment at 

www.crimepreventionwebsite.com to ensure your home 

is secure 

-        Get added to the Fulbrook Neighbourhood Watch alerts 

via email (contact below) 

-        Follow on Twitter @ThamesVP 

-        Further info and advice visit 

www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

 Crime cannot flourish in a community that cares, let’s do 

our bit to keep Fulbrook and our neighbours secure. 

 If you see something, report it!  In an emergency dial 

999.  Otherwise contact Thames Valley Police on 101. 

Jim MacAllan, Email: jimlmacallan@aol.com 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator for Fulbrook 

 

 

Here is the latest contribution from our resident 

poet Joanna Lynham: 

Beggar my Neighbour 

Blankets spread on dusty pavement sites 

Apathy sits staring into space, 

A problem? Leave it to the government 

No need to give embarrassment a face 

 

The rat race of humanity is set – do not 

Give to beggars we are told, 

A focus group, a Tsar will sort it out 

Slippery promises too thin to hold 

 

Leave it to us they say, we promise to 

Provide the means ensuring we 

All stay alive – we cannot concentrate 

On minor ills 

 

Desperate as we are, determined to survive 

The General Election – 

Blankets can be stored and put away 

Defeated egos live off yesterday 

 

JL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.immobilise.com/
http://www.getsafeonline.org/
http://www.crimepreventionwebsite.com/
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
mailto:jimlmacallan@aol.com
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______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Sian Edwards from WODC’s Environmental Department gave us a most fascinating and enlightening talk about 
what happens to our recycling, where it ends up and what is reused.  She also stressed the importance of sorting 
our waste at home:  what can and cannot be recycled and why. Apparently Oxfordshire is one of the country’s 
highest recyclers at 67%; however, and rather worryingly, the amount of our waste is increasing. There has also 
been a decline in food recycling recently, but as that has so many uses once broken down, including producing 
energy that goes back to the grid, there are no excuses for not doing it. Did you know for example, that the 
compostable bags that you may line your food waste bin with, doesn’t have time to biodegrade by the time it 
reaches the Cassington Biomass plant?  As a result, they have to be pulled out with any other plastic and 
incinerated; therefore, as Sian suggested, use newspaper or the compostable brown paper bags as liners 
instead.  If you are interested in visiting the Cassington plant, she can arrange for groups to go and see how the 
process works. Contact Sian at WODC or visit their website: www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/bins-
recycling/household-recycling/ for more information. 
 
Monthly Meetings: 
For our Christmas meeting on Tuesday 11th December we will be entertained by Fulbrook’s very own “fabulous 
duo” Simon Park and Jo Glyde who will be performing Songs from the Shows. This should get us happily into the 
Christmas mood especially with the addition of mince pies and mulled wine! We would also like to extend the 
invitation to husbands, partners, friends and families to join us – all are welcome. There will be a charge of £4.50 
for non members and guests.  On 8th January we will welcome in the New Year at the Royal Oak in Burford. 
 
Walking Group 
7th December: this walk to Holwell and Westwell villages is about 4 miles.  Depending on the weather and 
conditions it’s worth checking with Sue Newport first: 07966 153797 sue@rsbjn.co.uk.   The start time is 10am 
from the Carpenters Arms and we will car share to Signet to start the walk.  Please note there will be no walk in 
January but we will be starting again with a new selection of monthly local walks in February. 
 
The Lunch Club  
Held at the Cotswold Gateway Hotel, is open to non-members as well.  Contact Angela Weller on 01993 822012 
or at wellersativy@hotmail.co.uk 
 
The Book Club  
There will be no Book Club in December but it will start again in the New Year. Contact Sara Hall at the Mad 
Hatters Bookshop for further details.   
 
Guests are always welcome to our regular meetings. There is a suggested donation of £4.50 per meeting. We 
always meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm in the Old Hall in the Warwick Hall. More information 
about us can also be found on www.thefabwi.org.uk. 
  
Gillie Westwood  

 

http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/bins-recycling/household-recycling/
http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/bins-recycling/household-recycling/
mailto:sue@rsbjn.co.uk
mailto:wellersativy@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.thefabwi.org.uk/
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A conversation with . . . . 

Our new curate Oliver Strange 

(pictured here with his wife Lucie) 

 

 

 
As our recently appointed Curate in the 
benefice, Oliver tells me that he is quite at 
home in this area and that this is just the kind 
of place he relates to. He knows the area well 
and he and his wife very much enjoy 
discovering the beautiful walks around here, 
which remind him of his upbringing in rural 
Wales. There is richness in the six churches 
in the benefice, each one offering its own 
flavour of worship. He finds the evening 
service at Widford particularly charming. He 
has some responsibilities for Fulbrook and 
gets involved here when he can. The services 
at St James the Great remind him of services  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
whist growing up and he appreciates the 
Book of Common Prayer (BCP). He looks  
forward to celebrating holy communion there 
once he has been priested in June “It will be 
a privilege”. 
 
Oliver was born in Oxford and grew up in 
Carmarthenshire where his father was a 
vicar. He studied Russian at Sheffield 
University and spent time thereafter in St 
Petersburg. Following on he then completed 
a Masters degree in Slavonic Studies, 
focussing on the  liturgical language of the 
Orthodox Church. He made reference to the 
differences between the Orthodox Church 
and our church here and, although very 
respectful of it, he was somewhat put off by 
the rules and regulations of Orthodoxy. To 
him the most important aspect of Christianity 
is one’s relationship with God and not ‘ticking 
the boxes’ according to a set of rules. He 
became a primary school teacher, but 
Theology beckoned and he then followed a 
two year course of study for a Diploma at 
Wycliffe College, Oxford. He has been 
ordained as a Deacon and in June he takes 
the next step of ordination as a priest. One 
major hurdle on his journey to the priesthood 
was the Bishop’s Advisory Panel or BAP. 
This is an intense process designed to 
examine the true nature of the applicant - a 
gruelling and nerve-wracking experience! 
During the whole procedure it must be 
demonstrated that one relies on God and is 
totally committed to His service. To become a 
minister of the church it is necessary to 
evidence nine criteria and so he is currently 

Fulbrook News and Views 

From the Editorial Team...... 

In this issue we include an update from our local 

MP Robert Courts, news from the Burford 

Singers, a tribute to John and Jackie Harrington, 

an update on The Carpenters Arms and much 

more ........... 

       

The purpose of Fulbrook News and Views 

is to highlight issues or interests within 

the village. For this to work successfully 

we need contributions from as many 

readers as possible. As you can see here, 

these can be of a serious, flippant or 

humorous nature 
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building a portfolio of his ministry here in 
order to satisfy this requirement. 
 
A very important influence in Oliver’s life has 
been his father and it is he who inspired and 
encouraged him to join the ministry. He loved 
growing up in a very small rural part of Wales 
where his father was the sole minister very 
much responsible for the spiritual well-being 
of the community. Oliver believes that his 
father’s relationship with God made a real 
difference to his life - “The ministry can be 
tough because you can always be doing 
more and if you are conscientious you tend to 
do too much”. 
 
It is very fortunate for Oliver that he has his 
wife, Lucie, to support him. He says that she 
is far more sensible than he and very 
grounded. She helps him spiritually and 
emotionally and makes sure that he takes 
some time off so they can enjoy activities 
together. A trained teacher, she is looking 
forward to putting her skills to good use in the 
community through voluntary contributions. 
They were married in St Mary’s Church, 
Maidenhead in 2014, but one of their first 
dates he tells me was a trip to St James the 
Great, Fulbrook, which must have made a 
good impression! 
 
Oliver’s passion is his belief that we should 
come to know Jesus well. It is his philosophy 
that he should point people to Jesus through 
discussion and by example. His remit is to 
show people why Jesus died and why He 
makes a difference to our lives. He leads a 
group every Wednesday evening in prayer 
and Bible reading. In this way he is able to 
get to know a small number of people really 
well. Such groups are in progress throughout 
the benefice and he believes the role of the 
church in this country should include helping 
people to get closer to Jesus. Oliver greatly 
appreciated the help and support of Richard 
Coombs when he first arrived in Burford. 
Richard spent time showing him the ropes 
and giving him sound advice for his future 
ministry, which he hopes will be as fruitful as 
the Burford Benefice. He expects to spend 
three years here. 
 

At home both Lucie and Oliver appreciate 
good food and so both of them work in the 
kitchen - Lucie, he says, is the better cook 
though. They recently had a superb soup 
after being given a fresh pumpkin by a 
parishioner. Together they enjoy a range of 
meals including vegetable lasagne and 
anything with lots of parsley sauce! 
 

Quick Fire Questions to Oliver: 
 
On Christmas Eve, is it Carols from Kings 
College or It’s a Wonderful Life? 
We would both watch the Carols 
 
Heavy Metal or ballads? 
Definitely Heavy Metal - I was in a band 
which, looking back, was really embarrassing 
wearing wigs and shouting a lot! 
 
Jean le Carré or Jilly Cooper? 
Who’s Jean le Carré? I only read Tolkein or 
CS Lewis fiction but most of all I like non-
fiction. I’m currently reading The Silmarillion. 
 
Christmas turkey or nut roast? 
Christmas turkey for sure 
 
The Archers or Eastenders? 
Neither - we like The Simpsons 
 
Skiing or The Caribbean? 
I love warmth but I think Lucie would say 
skiing 
 
Car or bike? 
Bike 
 
Shopping or gardening? 
Gardening 
 
Night owl or up with the lark? 
Lark 
 
What is your GUILTY food pleasure? 
Tin of condensed milk with a spoon! 
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The Arts Society Cotswolds lecture programme 

December 12th 2018 will see the next lecture of The Arts Society Cotswolds entitled “The Christmas Story in 
Medieval English Art” with Tim Porter. We are all familiar with the current images of Christmas, this lecture will 
explore the many fascinating re-interpretations of the Nativity to be seen in thousands of medieval churches 
reflecting changing customs and evolving doctrines. Our lecturer will put these into context through English Art 
and offer us a thoughtful celebration of Christmas. 

Next lecture on January 9th 2019 will be “Cover Design: 90 Years of Excellence” with Toby Faber grandson of 
the founder of Faber and Faber, one of London’s most important literary publishing houses. 

And on February 13th, 2019 the lecture is entitled “MacDonald Gill: Architect, Artist and Mapmaker” with Caroline 
Walker. Best known, for his pictorial map posters of London Underground and map panels in Lindisfarne Castle 
but there is so much more to appreciate. 

March 13th, 2019, Dr Justine Hopkins will present “Twentieth Century Sculpture in Britain: Adventures in Three 
Dimensions” where she will give us insights to make modern sculpture more accessible. 

Lectures begin at 11.00 at the Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ.  Non-members are welcome 
(suggested donation £10).  For more information see our website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk.  

 

 

 

BRIAN KAY’S VIEW FROM THE PODIUM 
 

Variety, they say, is the spice of life and certainly for the Burford Singers it’s what keeps us and our wonderfully 

faithful and supportive audience on our toes. We always try to make sure that each concert is totally different in 

style and substance from the last and the next as there is such a wide field of choral and orchestral music from 

which to choose. 

 

And so it was that, following the excitement and the thrill of our two performances of Benjamin Britten’s War 

Requiem in the summer that we turned for our autumn concert to the wonder-boy Mozart – for many people the 

most loved of all composers. The Requiem is always enormously popular, though on this occasion we decided to 

tackle Mozart’s Great C Minor Mass – so-called ‘great’ because of its length (an hour and ten minutes) and the 

magnificence of its music. I warned the choir at the start of preparations that if they were expecting something 

relatively simple following the complexity of the Britten, they should think again: The notes themselves are not 

particularly tricky, but the technical demands certainly are, as is the sheer stamina required. 

 

In the event, encouraged as ever by a full house, the choir gave its all, inspired not only by the quality of the 

music but by the astonishing magnificence of our professional soloists. We could not have hoped for four finer 

solo singers and they sailed through their glorious, but famously difficult sections of the Mass with seemingly 

consummate ease. Our regular friends in the Cotswold Chamber Orchestra added their usual flair and polish and 

the icing on a very considerable cake was the playing of the BBC Young Musician of the Year finalist and 

superstar-in-the-making Ben Goldscheider, who delighted us all with his outstanding performance of Mozart’s 

ever-popular 4
th
 Horn Concerto (think Flanders and Swann!) – a real treat for us all and a privilege indeed to 

share the platform with such an exceptional young talent. 

 

As I’m taking a sabbatical break after Christmas, I shall be leaving the Burford Singers in the capable hands of 

my good friend and choir President Bob Chilcott who will conduct the Palm Sunday performance of Brahms’s 

German Requiem. See what I mean about variety! 
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Robert Courts MP 
 

This year’s Remembrance Day marked One Hundred Years since the end of the First World War, 

when so many gave their lives to protect our freedom.  In this Centenary Year, it was heart-warming 

to see the many events that took place across West Oxfordshire – and across the country – as our 

nation came together to commemorate this sacrifice, and every sacrifice that has been made in the 

many conflicts since.   

 

As we remember them, it is important that we don’t forget those who have served much more 

recently, and those who serve today.  Issues such as veterans’ mental health, quality of Service 

accommodation, and support for Service families have recently come to the fore in the media, and 

rightly so; raising awareness is the first step to bringing about an enduring change, and help to those 

who need it.   

 

But we have also seen recently the spectacle of repeated historic allegations against our veterans.  I 

am clear that this is something we must stop, so I was very pleased to put my name to a letter with 

150 colleagues, delivered to the Prime Minister, on this very point.  Repeated historic allegations 

have an untold impact on veterans’ lives, and our veterans should know that they will not be pursued 

in old age, nor be the subject of repeated prosecutions over events that occurred many years ago and 

have already been investigated.  We must do our duty for those who have done their duty for us – 

and we must defend those who have defended us. 

 

As we fast approach the holiday season, I want to take this opportunity to wish you, your friends and 

family a fantastic Christmas and New Year.  Do look out for others in your community in the 

coming months, and please don’t hesitate to contact me at robert@robertcourts.co.uk if there is ever 

anything I can do to help. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

If there is ever anything you wish to raise with me, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

robert@robertcourts.co.uk.  

 

 

 

mailto:robert@robertcourts.co.uk


13 
 

 

      

    

  

 
 
The Carpenters Arms – an update 
 
At the moment the village pub is closed with no immediate plans to reopen. As a reminder to us 
all, here are some facts relating to the pub’s recent history: 
 

1.1. Some twenty years ago the pub was owned by Morrells Brewery in Oxford 

1.2. It was later purchased by Green King 

1.3. The present owner is Hawthorn Leisure, part of the larger group NewRiver REIT 
plc, which currently owns 600 pubs 

1.4. Over about the past 10 years tenants have come and gone, each putting their own 
stamp on our village pub and we thank them for that 

1.5. Until September of this year Frankie and Danny were our landlords and we were 
very sorry to see them leave 

1.6. When they took over Frankie had a sound business plan to include accommodation 
pods in part of the car park and so applied to Hawthorn Leisure for permission to go 
ahead 

1.7. At this point Hawthorn Leisure decided to apply planning permission to build  on 
part of the car park and to sell the site, which scuppered Frankie’s business plan 

1.8. At a meeting of the Parish Council the architect employed by Hawthorn Leisure 
suggested that if the scheme was supported and planning permission gained, 
Hawthorn Leisure would use some of the assets to make badly needed reparations 
to the Carpenter Arms property and accommodation 

1.9. The site was sold with planning permission for two houses, which are at present still 
for sale 

1.10. The living accommodation remains substandard and recently new tenants moved in 
with no contract and so moved out again, without opening the pub, due to a leaking 
roof and flooding in the cellar and kitchen area 

1.11. The pub is closed and advertised on the NewRiver website as available for tenancy 
- £15,000 in-going fee and £22,000 per year. 

The District Council was approached with reference to listing The Carpenters Arms as a village 
asset. This meant that if the pub was put up for sale the village would have 6 months to put 
together an offer to buy the pub. In order for this to happen the named asset must be recognised 
as adding value to the community. Hawthorn Leisure engaged a barrister to contest this view and 
the application was refused as there are hostelries close by in Burford. 
 
Our village pub remains closed! 
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THE FULBROOK MEETING PLACE 

The Fulbrook Meeting Place continues to host the 

regular weekly Fitness Group and monthly lunch club 

and coffee mornings plus occasional Special events. 

 

 

Christmas and New Year services. 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming you at our Christmas Services. On Christmas Eve at 4pm there will be 
a family carol and crib service.  This is a really lovely service with traditional carols, the crib and Christmas tree and 
everyone is very welcome to come and join us – do bring your family and friends too to enjoy this Christmas celebration.  

Please join us on Christmas morning for Holy Communion at 9.30am which this year will be taken by the Reverend 
Gerard Moate, ex chaplain of Bloxham School who is one of the team of clergy who are working together to provide 
services to the benefice during the time we shall be without a Vicar now that Richard Coombs has taken up his ministry 
in Cheltenham. We thank the whole ministry team for all they are doing during this period. 

The service on 30
th
 December will be an all-benefice Holy Communion service held at Burford church at 9.30am. There 

will NOT be a service in Fulbrook on that day.  Services will be held at 9.30 am every week from 6
th
 January with 

morning prayer and Holy Communion on alternate weeks until the 31
st
 March when there will be an all-benefice 

service at Swinbrook.   

Recent events 

On September 23
rd

 we enjoyed an Evensong service of thanksgiving followed by a lively cheese and wine party for all, 
but especially to thank the 58 – yes, 58 people who contribute to the upkeep of the church through their work on the 
many rotas.  A hearty thank you to each and every one of you for your quiet and largely unseen ministrations.  It is quite 
wonderful that so many people in a village of this size are willing to give their time and energy to enable the church to 
be open and as active as it is.   

On October 14
th
 we celebrated Harvest Festival with a traditional service of thanksgiving.  Thank you so much to 

everybody who contributed to the decorating of the church and for the wonderful donations of food and produce that 
were taken to St Mungo’s in Witney to support those who are homeless or suffering hardship.  A harvest lunch, made 
by members of the congregation was enjoyed by all. 

On November 11
th
 we held our act of remembrance at the War Memorial and the names were read out of all of those 

from the village who died during the first world war.  The commemoration of Armistice Day 1918 was poignant, and it 
was salutary to think that this was meant to be the ‘war to end all wars’.  We remembered with compassion all those 
who fought and died in this and all other wars. 

On November 18
th
 the third Taize service this year was held in the afternoon.  Taize services are all-denomination 

services of contemplation and chanting and are not led by the clergy.  These offer an opportunity for everyone from any 
faith to take part in a peaceful and thoughtful service with others.    

Appointing a new vicar 

We are now in the process of looking for a new Vicar as spiritual leader for the benefice.  Each of the four Parochial 
Church Councils in the benefice are nominating representatives to work together to prepare a Benefice Profile which 
gives information to prospective candidates about our churches, our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and needs, 
and the skills and attributes we need in a new vicar to help us develop a truly integrated range and style of services 
in the benefice so that anyone who wishes to join in worship should be able to find a church where they feel at home. 
The post will be advertised in January.   

Fulbrook Church has started a monthly session to pray for guidance and direction for Fulbrook, and unity for the 
Benefice during the period that we shall be without a vicar and beyond.  These prayer sessions are open to 
everyone – please come and share this time together and add your voice if you wish.  The next session is 
on 10

th
 December at 6.30 – 7pm in the church, and every second Monday of the month thereafter at the same time. 

 
Please look out for your neighbours this winter and help if you are needed.  If you know of anyone who needs support 
or company or is sick, please ask them if they need help or would like to be visited. If you need further support, 
please ask for their consent to contact the Churchwardens, John Radcliffe on 01993 824044 or Lyn Bibbings Burns 
on 01993 823640.  Anyone can call these numbers if they need support or help. 

Wishing everyone a joyful and peaceful Christmas. 

 

 

NEWS FROM FULBROOK CHURCH 
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SPECIAL EVENT 

On December 6
th

 we welcome the Cotswold Wives to the Church and FMP for their annual advent service, 

mulled wine and mince pies.  They hold their services in a different church in the Cotswold each year and 

we are delighted to welcome them to Fulbrook. This is a branch of the Wives’ fellowship organisation for 

Christian women in fellowship who become friends with shared interests and common values with 

spiritual, intellectual and social activities.  For more information please contact Sarah Goodfellow, 01993 

822696.  

REGULAR EVENTS – everyone is very welcome to come to these. 

There is a lively weekly Keep Fit group that meets to exercise with music at 9 – 10 am every Thursday.  

Led by Pat Ferret, it is £3 a session – and a lot of fun as well as being good for you! 

On the second Thursday of each month there is lunch club that provides company, soup and rolls followed 

by cake (all homemade)  - please let Jacky Harrington know if you are coming – 01993 822451. This 

service is only up until December 2018.  

On the 4th Thursday each month there is a coffee morning at 10.30am, with conversation, coffee and 

delicious biscuits – just turn up for a warm welcome.  

 

The Fulbrook Meeting Place is our village hall and as such is available for hire, subject to conditions, 

at a very reasonable rate.  If you are interested in hiring the FMP for a meeting, afternoon get-together 

or a family party, please contact our Booking Clerk, Lyn Bibbings Burns on 823640. 
 

NEWS FROM THE FULBROOK MEETING PLACE 

 
A Tribute to John & Jackie Harrington 
 
For the past 12 years the Lunch Club in the Fulbrook Meeting Place, FMP as we all know it, has 
been in full swing every second Thursday of each month. It has been well attended and 
especially appreciated by many, particularly those living alone. The FMP comes to life at about 
12 noon and the revelers begin to arrive, often picked up by John Harrington or other willing 
drivers. Soup is served with freshly baked bread rolls and there is always plenty to go around. 
This is followed by cake with tea or coffee. 
 
Jackie has had the unenviable task of ringing around looking for volunteers to make soups and 
cakes and she has been very successful in recruiting regular supporters in this very laudable 
cause. Why laudable? The answer to this is very simple - everyone attending loves it and it 
provides a social occasion to look forward to, especially for those in our community who are on 
their own. John has maintained his vigil in caring about the ones that wish to come along but 
have difficulties and so cannot make it alone - in one case because they forgot about it! A knock 
on the door and the kind offer of a lift galvanised this lady into getting ready, so once more to 
relish a treat she always enjoyed. The value of looking forward to an occasion keeps one going 
and gives us a sense of belonging within the community. 
 
The club will end in December after its long run and, whilst we all understand the reason, we will 
miss this very special event. We owe John and Jackie a huge debt of gratitude and thank them 
most sincerely for their considerable efforts over the years. 
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FULBROOK  MEETING PLACE                  

DIARY OF EVENTS  December 2018 to March 2019 
 
DECEMBER 2018 

Monday 3
rd

  7.30-9.30 pm Brian Kay small choir rehearsal 

Thursday  6
th

  9-10 am No Keep Fit this week – Christmas lunch 

Thursday 6
th

  11.00 am Cotswold Wives advent service  

Thursday 6
th

  3.00 pm Fulbrook Forum 

Thursday 6
th

  5 pm Quiet prayer – all welcome 

Monday 10
th

  6.30 – 7 pm Fulbrook prayers 

Thursday  13
th

  12 pm Lunch club 

Thursday 27
th

  10.30 am Coffee morning 

 
JANUARY 2019 

Monday 14th 6.30-7 pm Fulbrook prayers 

Thursday  24th 10.30 am Coffee morning 

Monday 28th 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting 

 
FEBRUARY 2019 
Friday 4th 7.30 pm Bellringing 

Thursday 7th 3.00 pm Fulbrook Forum 

Monday 11th 6.30 – 7pm Fulbrook prayers 

 
MARCH 2019 
Thursday 7th 3 pm Fulbrook Forum 

Monday 11th 6.30 – 7 pm Fulbrook prayers 

Monday 25th 7.30 pm Parish Council 

 

Every Thursday there will be Fitness Group at 9.00 am.  Contact Pat Ferrett for details 01993 

822892 

For bookings and further information call:         

Lyn Bibbings Burns 01993 823640               E mail: lynbibbings1@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

 

Mike Irving 

Mike Irving died peacefully at The Old Prebendal House nursing home on October 8th, aged 89. A 

Memorial Meeting was held at the Friends Meeting House in Burford on 27th October. 

Mike came to live close to us at Barn Cottage, Fulbrook in 1999 after a devastating stroke left him 

paralysed and wheelchair bound.  

He had a personable nature but people remember his extraordinary courage and determination to 

remain independent and at home for as long as possible. He could not have done this alone so we 

would like to say a very special thank you to friends and lovely neighbours in the village who have 

supported and helped him over the years, often way beyond the call of duty.  

Sally and Peter Wyatt 
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Christmas Carols – Tuesday 18

th
 December 2018 

6.30 pm at the War Memorial 
 

 
 
 

 
Once again, Fulbrook Amenities Group are delighted to invite 
you to wrap up warm and join them to sing your favourite 
Carols and spread some Christmas cheer. 
 
We will meet at 6.30 pm at the War memorial. The singers 
will then make their way to Meadow End to arrive there by 
6.45 pm when everyone will be encouraged to join in and 
sing. 
 
Moving on around 7.15pm, the group will make their way up 
Westhall Hill and any hearty singers who wish to join in will 
be most welcome. 
 
Finally, the singers will return to War Memorial.  
 
For further information, please contact Malcolm Taylor on 
824179. 
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Burford School plays Broadway 

 

 

 

In October, you may have attended the concert given by the school’s jazz ensemble ‘All That Jazz’ 

when they performed at Milton Church.  Or perhaps you were part of the community choir initiative 

which saw over 100 singers, both experienced and novices, create a ‘pop-up choir’ to perform 

Faure’s Requiem at Burford Church last March. Living within, or very near, to Burford, the 

outstanding reputation of the school’s music department cannot have passed you by. 

Many of our events are open to the public and, over the past year the greatest reward for all the 

hard work that goes into each one, has been to see an increasing number of people, with no direct 

connection to the school, join us to experience the exceptionally high standard of musical 

performance. 

The vibrant Music Department stages several events each term, and the students love performing, 

both within and beyond school, wowing audiences at local events or further afield, such as at the 

Water City Music Festival at the Tower of London.   

In March 2019 we are staging our biennial Broadway musical which, this year, is Disney’s Beauty 

and the Beast. If you haven’t attended an event before, this highlight of the school’s musical life 

would certainly be a good place to start! With the help of professional lighting, sets and costumes, 

students will put on six performances - a treat for cast and audiences alike. It promises to be a great 

visual and musical extravaganza and this year is, once again, supported by generous sponsorship 

from The Burford Garden Company. 

We are fortunate at Burford School that music is a central part of school life, valued and encouraged 

throughout all year groups. The dedicated team in the department are always keen to showcase the 

wonderful talent of our students, so do come and experience what Burford has to offer musically - 

we look forward to seeing you at one of our events soon. 

Tickets for Beauty and the Beast and all our events are available online via Ticketsource 

(https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/burford-school). 

Burford School 

BIM@burford.oxon.sch.uk 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/burford-school
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TIME OUT AT THE WARWICK HALL 

TIME OUT takes place every Monday (except Bank Holidays) and has now been running for 8 
months.  Everything is going well and we now have 30 members with any number up to 20 coming 
to TIME OUT each week. 

TIME OUT on Monday starts around 10.30am with coffee, tea and biscuits while members chat 
and read newspapers. This is followed by a range of activities including sketching, crosswords, 
word search, cribbage and dominoes, jigsaws and musical bingo - this gets everyone singing along 
to popular old songs. As the activities run concurrently, members have a wide choice including, as 
some do, staying in their comfortable chairs and just chatting. This all helps the relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere where people are able to enjoy TIME OUT in the lovely environment of the 
New Hall at the Warwick Hall. Members don’t always come every week as they have other 
engagements from time to time and some only come for the morning or afternoon. 

Along with the core activities as above, we also have a rolling programme of speakers, films, craft 
sessions and the odd day trip. Each week is different as we try to offer a varied programme that 
will suit as many members as possible.   

Each Monday, for those wishing to stay, lunch is served at 12.30pm and following this we have 
further activities for those who wish to partake until tea is served with cake at around 2.15pm. For 
those who stay to lunch, we make a charge of £7 for the 2 course meal. The day closes at 3pm 
with our members either walking home or being taken home by our volunteer drivers.   

If you would like to join TIME OUT you would be made very welcome by our team of volunteers, 
meet some lovely people and join in a great day out. If so, please contact either John Harrington 
on 01993 822451 or jh@rrington.net or Sue Sheppard on 01993 824729 or 
smsheppard1@icloud.com. The overall feeling was summed up by a visitor recently who wrote to 
me saying “There was a lovely atmosphere this morning at TIME OUT - everyone seemed happy 
and enjoying themselves.” This is exactly what TIME OUT has been set up for so why don’t you 
come along and experience TIME OUT for yourself and see if it suits you. 

We are always looking for more volunteers so if you could spend a few hours or the whole day any 
Monday in the month, please contact either of the above and come and join our team - it’s great 
fun! 

mailto:jh@rrington.net
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Do you want 100,000 new houses and a new motorway in our Oxfordshire 
landscape? 

Your District Councils think you do 

Our local authorities want to build 100,000 new homes in Oxfordshire by 2031 - there are 
currently 268,000. This represents a massive 40% increase. 

The Sept 18 report by the Office of National Statistics shows we only need 23,000 new 
homes in the county by 2031 to support anticipated organic population growth. 

A plan to substantially increase the population of Oxfordshire is being developed by a 
committee called The Oxfordshire Growth Board, which comprises all District Councils and 
the City Council, with the aim of delivering enhanced economic growth. This is a choice and 
is NOT necessary for the residents of Oxfordshire to continue to prosper within the 
boundaries of the existing landscape and organic population growth. We already have a 
successful local economy. 

The impact of this plan will be: 
o Replacement of our countryside with an urban sprawl of houses, business 

parks and new roads. 
o Increased traffic congestion, associated air pollution and noise. 
o Further pressure on already stretched public services including schools, 

hospitals, GP's & social care.  
o Loss of wildlife habitats. 
o Increased flood risks. 
o Potential for Infrastructure to fail - eg, water supplies, sewage systems, roads. 
o Constant building disruption for years. 

The impacts will be even greater if the government plan to transform the Oxford to 
Cambridge corridor goes ahead as it has the aspiration for a million new homes. 

If, like us, you don’t want this, please sign this petition  

https://www.change.org/p/oxfordshire-growth-board-rethink-oxfordshire-s-economic-growth-
plan 

...and write to your District and County Councillors asking them to withdraw their support from 
The Oxfordshire Growth Board. 

Please share the above information urgently with your network to garner as much support as 
possible. 

To learn more: 

-  Visit the Oxfordshire Growth Board website https://www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/ 

-  Read this article https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/22/project-britain-
debate-oxford-cambridge-expressway 

If you want to get involved please contact us at ROEGP@outlook.com. 

 
Ian Ashley, Martin Kelly, Adrian Townsend,  
Residents of Garsington, Oxfordshire, October 2018 

 

https://www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/22/project-britain-debate-oxford-cambridge-expressway
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/22/project-britain-debate-oxford-cambridge-expressway
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Another recipe from the cookbook of 
our resident chef Peter Burns: 

 

Beef cheeks in red wine sauce 

It’s cold. Winter finally kicking in. The smell of wood 

smoke in the air and shivering cold damp excursions 

with the dog make this the perfect season for comfort 

food; and for that, you can’t beat a hearty stew. I was 

amazed to see beef cheeks at the butchery counter of 

my local supermarket (without advertising, its in 

Witney and has a huge car park outside). After 

watching a couple mildly arguing the pros and cons of 

using this lesser known ingredient, then walking off 

without them, I dashed in and scooped them up, “I’ve 

got plans for you” I thought.  

This recipe uses lots of seasonal ingredients and some 

surprising ones (spoiler alert: it includes chocolate!). 

Be brave, try it… 

Ingredients (about four servings): 

800-900g beef cheeks (2 large ones) 

6 banana shallots 

2 cloves of garlic 

2tbs olive oil (or rapeseed oil) 

Sprig of fresh thyme, two bay leaves 

Half bottle of hearty red wine (Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Merlot, Zinfandel or even Rioja) 

30 g decent cooking chocolate (at least 70% cocoa) 

750 ml beef stock 

1 heaped teaspoon of redcurrant or quince jelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creamed parsnips to accompany: 

750 g parsnips  

250 g celeriac  

2 bramley apples  

50g butter 

50 ml milk  

Method: 

1. Preheat the oven to 160ºC. 

2. The supermarket beef cheeks were already 

trimmed, but if not, use a sharp knife to 

remove any surface sinew. 

3. Peel and halve the shallots lengthways; peel 

and finely slice or crush the garlic. 

4. Pour the oil into a medium ovenproof 

casserole dish over a medium heat. Sear the 

meat all over, until browned on all sides, 

remove, and leave to one side. 

5. Add the shallots and fry for 8 to 10 minutes, or 

until slightly browned. Stir in the garlic and 

pick the thyme and bay leaves straight into the 

pan. Fry for a couple of minutes, then return 

the beef cheeks to the pan and pour in the red 

wine. 

6. Bring to the boil and cook until reduced by 

half, then add the finely grated chocolate. 

 

 

Calling all Creative Fulbrookians 

 

This is an urgent request for art and crafts contributions from Fulbrook residents for 

exhibition during Art Week next May.  Sally Wyatt will be exhibiting her work in the 

Warwick Hall and also she will be opening Star Cottage for further exhibits.  

 

She would very much like to include this time extra items of work from Fulbrook 

including sculpture, painting and drawing and needlework to mention but a few creative 

pursuits. We have a wealth of talent in this village and it has been too long since the last 

village exhibition where all of these strengths have been revealed. 

 

Let’s be proud of our efforts and make a show of it! Please contact Sally Wyatt at Star 

Cottage on 01993 822032 to register an interest in exhibiting your work. Sally will be 

pleased to receive information as soon as possible as she has to submit her plans for Art 

Week in December. 
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7. Pour in enough beef stock to cover, and turn 

up the heat. Bring back to the boil, season with 

salt and ground pepper, reduce the heat to the 

lowest setting. Cover with a tight lid and slide 

into the oven and braise for between 3-4 hours 

(do keep checking during this process. Whilst 

the meat will go dark, add a bit more stock if it 

looks as though it is evaporating too much. 

8. When the beef is almost ready, make the 

creamed parsnips. Bring a large pan of salted 

water to the boil. 

9. Peel and chop the parsnip, celeriac and apples 

into 3cm chunks, taking care to remove the 

apple seeds and core. Add the fruit and veg to 

the boiling water, and simmer for about 10 

minutes (until thoroughly cooked). 

10. Drain completely and spoon into a food 

processor with the butter. Pour in the milk and 

add a good pinch of sea salt and black pepper, 

then blitz until smooth, adding a little more 

milk if needed. If you have not got a food 

processor, then use an old-fashioned potato 

masher but peel the apples before you cook 

them. 

11. Remove the cheeks from the casserole dish; 

place the dish over a high heat and cook 

rapidly until the sauce thickens by reducing. 

Stir in the jelly, taste and adjust the seasoning, 

then put the cheeks back into the sauce. 

12. Serve with the creamy parsnips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extras: 

You could try using beer instead of red wine. If so, 

don’t add chocolate or jelly.  

In addition to the creamed parsnips, serve some lightly 

steamed savoy cabbage 

This is a complex, but ultimately rewarding dish. It can 

be made days ahead of time. Just think: beef cheeks 

are the new lamb shanks (you heard it here first!) 

Tuck in!! 
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